[image: image1.png]DBC




[image: image2.png]Disability Benefits Consortium




1. Introduction

1.1 The Disability Benefits Consortium is a coalition of more than 25 national organisations that represent the needs of people who rely on disability benefits.  As such, we shall limit our substantive comments to the proposals that have a direct impact upon disability benefits and their receipients.  Individual member organisations will be submitting their own responses separately.

1.2  Whilst we welcome the debate on this crucial issue, we believe that the real arbiters in this discussion should be disabled people themselves. It is essential that disabled people’s voices are sought actively, heard and listened to within this process. 

1.3 In general terms, the DBC welcomes the Care and Support Green paper and many of the proposals within it. High quality personalised care and support is fundamental to disabled people being able to lead active, fulfilling, dignified lives and to taking their place in society as full and equal citizens. We support proposals intended to create a national care service with a strong emphasis on portability and a guarantee of help for those in most need.

1.4 The DBC does not agree that the proposal of funding entirely through taxation should be ruled out at this early stage, and would like to see thorough and proper evaluation of the costs of this approach to both the economy and the individual modelled alongside the other funding proposals.

1.5 The DBC is concerned that many of the proposals outlined in this paper are vague and lacking in detail.  We feel that we would need to see more explicit plans and timetables before we could pass comment in confidence.  We do not believe that the current raft of proposals are capable of forming a strong enough basis for lasting and radical reform.  Given the stakes, we would prefer to see extended in-depth consultation on and careful modelling of all proposals before moving to legislation.

2.  The impact of reform on disability benefits

2.1 The DBC is very concerned at the proposals to scrap some disability benefits in order to use the davings to fund social care services.  We believe that this would cause unnecessary and avoidable hardship to significant numbers of disabled people and serve to undermine their independence.

2.2 Over the past twelve years, the threshold for receipt of social care services has risen sharply, with many Local Authorities providing care only for those assessed as having critical needs.  The Green Paper provides no indication as to how the threshold would change under any of the proposals offered.  With the numbers of people in receipt of social care but a fraction of those in receipt of disability benefits, we believe that vast numbers of disabled people would lose out financially were their benefits to be reallocated.

2.3 Benefits such as Disability Living Allowance and Attendance Allowance are crucial in allowing disabled people to meet the extra costs of being disabled.  Both DLA and AA provide a perfect example of a personalised approach to care and support which promotes independence. They allow people to take a flexible approach to managing their own lives, as well as a vital contribution to paying for informal care.  The removal of these sources of income will actually lead to a loss of independence and control for many people.

2.4 The DBC acknowledges the positive announcement by the Secretary of State for Health’s statement in Harrogate at the annual National Children and Adult  Services Conference in October 2009 that Disability Living Allowance (DLA) for the under 65s will not be affected by plans to create a National Care Service. However, we can see no good reason for the apparent consideration that recipients of DLA over the age of 65 should suffer the removal of their benefits lifeline.  Most recipients of DLA over 65 will have been in receipt of the benefit for a significant part of their lives – indeed many of them will have experienced disrupted working lives or been unable to work at all.  Many, therefore will have been denied the opportunity to accumulate savings or contribute towards an occupational or private pension.  Losing DLA may well plunge these people into needless poverty.

2.5 Likewise, people in receipt of Attendance Allowance will necessarily have to cut back on their daily activities if they lose their benefit. Many recipients of AA do not and would not qualify for social care, but use their benefit to pay for health-related aids and equipment beyond that which is provided by the NHS.  Without the income from AA, they would have to meet these needs from other sources, leaving them to have to make tough decisions about daily expenditure, possibly leading to a loss of the benefits in health and wellbeing associated by maintaining social networks and healthy living.

2.6 To conclude, the DBC believes that the net result of the proposals to use as yet unspecified benefits ecpenditure to fund social care provision will lead to a loss of independence amongst many older people, something that would seem to be at odds with the government’s stated aims of promoting notions such as wellbeing and personal control.  We therefore urge the government to commission and publish a full assessment of the potential impact of such policies on older and disabled people before taking further steps along a dangerous and unmarked road.

