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Guide Dogs 

‘Say NO to shared streets’ campaign update

If people can’t tell where the road begins and the pavement ends – how can you feel safe?

Dear all,

Welcome to the April ‘Say NO to shared streets’ campaign update. 

The first ‘Say NO to shared streets’ regional campaign event was recently held in Newbury and we bring you all the information on this, updates on research and new ways you and your members can get involved in the campaign. 
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We are sending this ‘Say NO to shared streets’ campaign update to all the organisations that have concerns about the dangers of shared surface streets for vulnerable road users. If you would like more information about the campaign, please get in touch with the team via the contact details below.

Kind Regards,

The ‘Say NO to shared streets’ campaign team 

For information on the campaign contact;

David Cowdrey, Guide Dogs Campaigns Manager 

Email: campaigns@guidedogs.org.uk 

Tel: 0118 983 8308 

We challenge …

· The Government across the UK to take leadership, and ensure guidance is issued to local authorities on how streets should be designed without recourse to shared surface streets.

· Local authorities to stop commissioning shared surface streets as such schemes discriminate against blind and partially sighted people.

· Designers and planners to challenge themselves to create attractive people-friendly streetscapes that have inclusion at the heart of the design.

Campaign News
‘Say NO to shared streets’ goes to Newbury

The campaigns first regional event was held in Newbury recently with many local residents experiencing what it is like for a blind or partially sighted person to use a shared surface street, whilst blindfolded. They were safe from the cars, buses, and cyclists that vulnerable pedestrians usually encounter, trialing Guide Dogs mock version of the street design. 

West Berkshire Council plan to introduce another shared surface street around the clock tower in Broadway, despite acknowledging concerns about the existing design in Northbrook Street and Market Place. Councillor Pamela Bale – responsible for the town’s redesign – tried out the stand whilst blindfolded and the Council issued a statement saying that “shared space schemes cannot be looked at from the point of view of only one group of people”. 
Sign up to the Joint Statement

Many organisations have now signed up to our new Joint Statement on the issue of shared surface streets (attached with this campaign update). If you want to get involved and show your support please let the campaign team know and we can add your name and logo to our growing list of allies.  

‘Campaign in a Box’ for regional success

We recently launched our Campaign in a Box, giving people all the tools and information they need to campaign against shared surface streets in their area. It includes model press releases, and letters for contacting local and national Government. 
People can easily register to download the resources by visiting Take Action on the website www.guidedogs.org.uk/sharedstreets  

We need your online support!

If you would like to show your support the ‘Say NO to shared streets’ campaign, then please show it! Sense recently added the campaign’s logo as a link from their website to the campaign’s webpages, allowing their members to get involved. Please contact the Campaign Team if you could do the same and we can provide you with the logo and more information. 

Transport for London’s kerb research

Transport for London (TfL) is continuing to work with University College London (UCL) using blind and partially sighted people and people with mobility impairments to test potential delineators to replace a kerb. Guide Dogs is on the steering group for this research and monitoring its developments. The first set of trials in February found no delineators tested were effective; further trials are planned later this year. 

How low can kerbs be?

Guide Dogs has commissioned UCL to determine the minimum effective kerb height for blind and partially sighted people at their PAMELA testing lab. Many local authorities are proposing to use low height kerbs and we want robust evidence to show what is the lowest height a kerb can safely be for blind and partially sighted people and other vulnerable pedestrians. 

Political update

MP’s are getting the message

So far over 100 MP’s have signed EDM 496 as part of the campaign – but we need your help to get even more!

If you and your members have not done so yet, please visit www.guidedogs.org.uk/sharedstreets and Take Action. It is a very simple, quick and easy way to get involved – just enter your name, address, postcode and email address and a letter will be sent to your MP. As a direct result of the letters sent so far, MP’s have signed the EDM giving vital support to the campaign.

First meeting on Department for Transport’s (DfT) key research

The DfT research will hopefully provide clear guidance about the use of shared surface streets, and the first meeting outlined the various stages of the work and timescales. The research consultants are currently doing an initial literature review and appraisal of a small number of case studies, including New Road, Brighton. This will include on site interviews although they will not be able to include the views of those not using the area. Research will continue throughout 2009 and in 2010, draft guidance for 'shared space' areas will be produced. 

RNIB Access Consultants are part of the consultancy team and their focus will be the consideration of travel training for blind and partially sighted, and other disabled people.

Regional

Saying NO in Bristol
The campaign team recently met with Bristol County Council’s Access Officer, members of Guide Dogs local District Team and RNIB’s local campaigns officer to discuss proposals for shared space in the area. 

Joining ‘Say NO to shared streets’ on the road

The next regional campaign event will be;

10am on Thursday 14 May in Exhibition Road, London (in conjunction with the West London Residents Association). 

Meet outside the Commonwealth Institute on High Street Kensington and walk around the corner to the Council Office’s for 10.30am. 

The campaign team will then invite members of the public and the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea’s Council employees to experience our mock shared surface street whilst blindfolded. If you or your members are able to attend, please contact David Cowdrey (david.cowdrey@guidedogs.org.uk / 0118 983 8304) for more details. 
Dates for your diary

The campaign team have a busy few weeks ahead of them taking the message of ‘Say NO to shared streets’ across the UK. Key events include;

Thursday 14 May - Exhibition Road, London. We will be supporting the West London Residents Association rally, and taking our mock shared surface street to the offices of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Council.  

20 May - Cardiff, Wales (political event at Welsh Assembly)

27 May - Holyrood, Scotland (political event at Scottish Parliament)

Saturday 6 June - Ashford, Kent. We will be working with the National Federation of the Blind on ‘National Pavement Day’, and inviting local people to experience our mock shared surface street.
10 June - Westminster, London (political event at House of Commons)

Wednesday 17 June - City Hall, London. From 8am to 10am we will be outside City Hall, inviting people to experience our mock shared surface street whilst blindfolded. 
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