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So, welcome to the launch of the Disability Manifesto – Tackling disability Poverty  - delighted to see you here today. 

A few months ago, Disability Alliance decided that it was time to develop a manifesto, ahead of the general election, that would seek to highlight to all political parties and beyond, the urgent, pressing need to better measure and tackle disability poverty. And here we are today launching that very publication, surrounded by those already committed to this cause.  
Firstly, please let me thank Jane, Terry and Kevin for agreeing to be with us today as we launch the Tackling Disability Poverty Manifesto. I know that everyone here will be keen to highlight to a wide audience, the critical need to address the issues we cover in the Manifesto. Let me also say a massive thank you to Neil Coyle, Disability Alliance’s Director of Policy, without whom this manifesto would never have seen the light of day. 

Secondly, a big thanks also to our partners in this project. Particular thanks to Leonard Cheshire Disability and the National Centre for Independent Living who are represented here today by Guy Parckar and Sue Bott. 
Over fifteen organisations support the Manifesto which is a testament to the collaborative approach we adopted, the validity of the recommendations and the importance of the issues we raise. 

And lastly, but by no means leastly, I’d like to thank all the other organisations who dedicated staff time and other resources to contribute to the content of the Manifesto.  All the organisations involved have worked to a very tight production schedule and I hope everyone agrees that the end product is timely.

Why timely? Perhaps obvious  - we are rapidly approaching the next general election – due within six months. In addition, funding for the public services and support, which are so important to so many disabled people and their families, are coming under increasing strain and as we absorb the Pre Budget Report – it seems clear that further public service cuts are inevitable. 
But let me take a step back and very quickly introduce Disability Alliance. We are a national, registered UK-wide charity, founded in 1974, by the Great Peter Townsend. All our work aims to break the link between poverty and disability. Tragically Peter Townsend passed away earlier this year and it is our responsibility to ensure that his legacy lives on. I know he would be delighted to know that at least one of the recommended routes of poverty noted in our Manifesto, springs from his final piece of work with us. 

Given our location, I hasten to add that whilst Peter was a notable Fabian and champion of the left, Disability Alliance’s work is non-political and we will look to see how each of the main UK political parties respond to our recommendations. 

We are a membership organisation providing support and advice to our almost 300  member organisations across the UK. Most of our members are local disability, advice or welfare rights organisations. Disabled people and their families turn to our members for local support and members turn to us for expertise and solutions. Some of our members are also national charities like the RNIB, Action for ME and Radar who have all contributed to the Manifesto. 

Disability Alliance also chairs or plays a significant role in a range of Coalitions, we chair:

· Get Fair’ – a coalition of 60+ organisations which supports the eradication of poverty in the UK
· the Coalition on Charging – and our Manifesto highlights the disturbing statistics of how paying charges to use care services deepens the poverty experienced by disabled people and I know Kevin will be telling us more about this when he speaks. 
And we are active members of the Disability Benefits Consortium.
Our membership base, our collaborative work, and our national networks enable us to identify some of the routes into poverty and develop routes out of poverty. 
But first let me describe what we are up against. 
Evidence suggests that disabled people are twice as likely to live in poverty as other citizens.  

Historically, the routes into poverty have been numerous, barriers to participation in society, inaccessible schools and perverse incentives in the benefits system, employer discrimination preventing disabled people from working and more. 
Whatever the historical situation, whatever significant improvements have been achieved, when we consider the here and the now, the following facts remain true:  disabled people remain disproportionately affected by poverty. 

In terms of the detail this means: 

· a third of all disabled people live in poverty;
· 29% of disabled children;
· a third of disabled working age adults; and 
· 29% of disabled older people – all live in poverty. 

Governments across the UK have attempted to address poverty through ‘cutting child poverty’ targets and increased support for pensioners through the Pension Credit and Winter Fuel Allowance. 
But somehow, these targets and poverty tackling initiatives have not addressed the disproportionate likelihood of disabled people living in poverty.

Whilst we know that roughly a third of disabled people experience poverty, no accurate measurement exists. Government targets do not include specific disability related targets to reflect the evidence that we are all aware of in relation to disability related poverty.
The majority of disabled people have essential, disability related extra costs - equipment, prescription charges, and utility bills etc. Worryingly, the existing measurement of poverty focuses on income after housing costs. 
This measurement of poverty does not take the extra disability related costs into account and does not reflect the full picture of the level of disability poverty. 
Disabled people are also less likely to work  - for example - about 80% of people with mental health problems are out of work. And disabled people who do work earn less but still have impairment-related expenditure to deal with compared to non disabled counterparts. 

So what needs to be done to tackle disability poverty
The Manifesto, makes a number of recommendations, which we are calling ‘routes out of poverty’ . One of these ‘routes’ is the development of a new approach to measuring disability poverty. We believe a new means of assessing the essential outgoings incurred by disabled people is imperative. 
We also believe that the new measure must show poverty experienced by age group, so that we can identify and monitor the link between poverty and disability across all ages – from cradle to grave.  Of course, it is essential that any policy developed to measure or tackle poverty addresses the significant differences of poverty experienced on the basis of age. 
When working with our manifesto partners and contributors, one repeatedly emerging theme was the deepening of poverty created by the complexity of benefits and the shockingly low rate of take-up of some benefits – particularly those that are designed to meet the disability related extra costs I have already mentioned. 

We must work together also, to redress the heinous portrayal of people receiving benefits as scroungers - the evidence simply does not exist to substantiate this view. People don’t know what they are entitled to and don’t feel comfortable with claiming for fear they will be perceived as a scrounger, thus deepening the poverty experienced.  
One of our recommendations in the Manifesto springs from a Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) commitment. CPAG recommended that receipt of a special educational needs statement for a child should act as a trigger for a Disability Living Allowance assessment. This could trigger more money available for families with disabled children. I am pleased that CPAG support our Manifesto.

Ironically, if the government had accepted and implemented CPAG’s idea earlier we would be on course to meet the child poverty 2010 target. This shows the impact of some benefits to transform lives – leveling the playing field for some disabled people.

At the other end of the age spectrum, in 2004 Disability Alliance and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (also here today) investigated the impact of benefits on older people. We discovered that 29% of pensioners in households with one or more disabled adults who were not in receipt of disability benefits, were living in poverty, compared to 11% receiving a disability benefit. This reveals that benefits – like Attendance Allowance – really make a difference for disabled older people too. 
Take-up of benefits must be addressed by Governments across the UK.  Raising awareness of support is one of the Manifesto’s core recommendations. Over £7 billion in entitlements goes unclaimed annually. This money would make a real difference to tackling poverty. 
Disabled people need information about the benefits they are entitled to, but are not claiming. I would site HMRC as examplar in this regard. I am sure there is not a person in this room that did not see or hear one of the HMRC adverts for tax credits when they were first introduced. 

And just before I end, I’d like to say a few words about next steps. The Manifesto does not end here today:

· We will be seeking the party political leaders’ responses to our recommendations – those I have mentioned already and those that you will see in the manifesto. 
· We will be highlighting the role of benefits in reducing poverty, during the general election campaign next year. 
· We also hope to host a conference on disability poverty as soon after the next election as practically possible. 
· And we will continue to campaign for the routes out of poverty to be adopted and implemented until disabled people no longer disproportionately experience poverty. 
Our mission is, quite simply, to end the link between poverty and disability. 
Thank you. 
