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For immediate release 

Welfare Reform Bill: Disability Benefits Consortium 

responds to second reading
Concern at lack of detail on implementation

Leading disability groups today responded with concern as the Welfare Reform Bill gets its second parliamentary reading.  While recognising the Government’s commitment to helping more disabled people back to work, the Disability Benefits Consortium (DBC) has major concerns over the proposed implementation of this Bill.  Moreover, this important legislation may face empty benches in the House, timed for the last afternoon of this Parliamentary session.

The Welfare Reform Bill is an ‘enabling bill’, meaning much of the crucial detail on the design, delivery and implementation of the new benefits regime will not be seen until the regulations are published at an as yet unspecified date.  This detail includes vital information such as the level of benefit and how support will be delivered to claimants.  Although ministers have said they will make some draft regulations available at committee stage, the DBC is concerned that not all regulations will be subject to close parliamentary scrutiny.

Government proposals to remove the automatic rights to receive Incapacity Benefit (IB) from some groups, such as people registered blind and people with learning disabilities, will only be workable if proper, tailored employment support is provided for different impairment groups.  Without this support it is far from certain if changes to IB will help more disabled people into work.  

Peter Cardy, Chief Executive of Macmillan Cancer Support and Chair of the DBC, said:  “The DBC has consistently been supportive of the Government’s intention to help people with disabilities into work.  However, elements of this Bill will not meet claimants’ needs.  The DWP have yet to produce evidence, for example, that the use of compulsion and sanctions are a necessary part of the benefits regime.  We are yet to be convinced that the proper safeguards will be in place to ensure that sanctions are not inappropriately applied."

Other concerns raised by the DBC include the Government’s intention not to pilot the amended Personal Capability Assessment (PCA) and the new ‘Work-focussed health-related assessment’ (WFHRA).  These assessments will be essential for deciding an individual’s entitlement to the benefit and their path through the benefits system.  Yet current plans are for one month’s worth of dummy runs for the PCA rather than a robust piloting programme.  The DBC is not aware of any plans for piloting the WFHRA. 

Notes to editors:

About the Disability Benefits Consortium

The Disability Benefits Consortium brings together a wide range of disability organisations, cancer charities, older people’s organisations, advice services, carers’ organisations, the Child Poverty Action Group and the TUC. The consortium meets with Government ministers and officials on a regular basis.

For further information and/or interviews, please call Ruth Goldsmith or Aidan Warner in the Mind press office on T: 020 8522 1743 
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